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Members are requested to carefully read the annowneements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out 


FEBRUARY MEETING. 


A meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, February 
9th, at Wandsworth Public Library, West Hill, §.W., when the 
librarian, Mr. Cecil I’. Davis, will read a short paper to open a 
discussion on ‘Captain Marryat.” Trains to East Putney, 
Pytney, or Wandsworth stations. ’Bus or tram to North Street, 
East Hill or West Hill, Members are recommended to read 
Hannay’s “Life of F. Marryat,’’ in the ‘Great Writers” 
Series, and any of Marryat’s works, 


MARCH MEETING. 


\ meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Mareh 2nd 
at Cripplegate Institute, Golden Lane, E.C., when Mr. Thomas 
Mason, Librarian of St. Martin’s, will read a paper on “The 
Future of London’s Public Libraries.” 

JANUARY.—The fourth meeting of the Session, by permission 
of Mr. C: W. F. Goss, director and librarian, was held at 
Bishopsgate Institute, on Wednesday, January Sth. Mr. 
W. G. Chambers presided, and there was a fair attendance. 
The members proceeded to elect a member of the Comuinittee, 
to fill the vacancy caused by Mr. E. Quinn, of Lambeth, having 
ceased to be a member of the Association. Mr. W. B. Thorne, of 
St. Bride’s Institute, having been duly nominated, was elected 
unanimously. Mr. A. H. Carter, of St. Martin’s, read a paper on 
‘The Polytechnics and Public Libraries of London.” It proved 
of interest to those present, and in the following discussion Mr. 
Hogg, Mr. Thorne, Mr. Bursill, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. Roberts, 
joined. After votes of thanks to the reader of the paper, who 
replied, suggesting that members might usefully collect informa- 
tion as to libraries in their respective districts, of which little or 
nothing is known, and to Mr. Goss, the meeting closed with a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman. 


ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ Farr 
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READING CiRCLE.— The meetings have been held at 
fortnightly intervals on Wednesdays at 3.30 p.m., at 5St 
Saviour’s Public Library, and the attendance has been well 
maintained. Two queries having been raised, the conductor 
of the class referred them to H. W. Fovargue, Esq., Town Clerk 
of Eastbourne, and Hon. Solicitor to the L.A., who has kindly 
replied as follows :—- 

1, “*Library Legislation’ page 3, par. gy. I think it would 
have been better to have used the words ‘ amount to be 
yuised’ instead of ‘amount to be expended.’ In one sense, of 
course, the expression is correct, since the estimate of the ainount 
lo be expended is equivalent to the amount to be raised out of 
the rate. It is quite true that an unexpended balance may be 


carried forward, but the ‘ amount to be raised’ may not include 
a sum which it is not intended to expend. 

2. The taking of a poll in an Urban District has been 

p led, therefore the only Way in which the Act can be ad pte | 

in such a district is by resolution of the Urban Authority \ny 


expenditure by the Urban Authority in taking a poll would be 
illegal. There would be nothing whatever, however, to prevent 
wny outside body taking a poll and sending the result to the 
Urban Authority, with a view of getting it to give its consent to 
the adoption of the Acts.” 

[n view of the Library Association Classes fresh arrangs 
lients may be made for the Cirele, but it is if possible to be con- 
tinued, and the Hon. See. will give all information to mer 
who write to hin, while students of Library Law unable to attend 


the meetings of the Circle, may, perhaps, find it useful to refer 
any difliculties they meet with to him, 
x x 

SociaL Mretrinc.—It is proposed to hold in March a social 
eveulng, for the London members, at some central place. Full 
particulal will be announced in the March number, and the 
lion. Sec. will be glad to hear, as early as possible, from 

. . , . a 

tnembers wishful to give musical aid. 


TReASURER’S Notick.—Members whose subscriptions were 
due ov October Ist last will oblige by forwarding them at an 
early date, . 

Tue Lisrary.—The Librarian reports the receipt during 

January of Lownde’s ‘ Bibliographer’s Manual,” 6 vols., 1864, 
trom Mr. A. Cotgreave ; ‘‘ The Catalogue of the Royal Colonial 
Institute,” from Mr. J. R. Boose; and ‘Glasgow and its 
Libraries,” from Mr. F. T. Barrett. 
Niiw Mumbprrs.—The following were clected at the last 
meeting of the committee :—Mr. F. i. Ward, Miss M. E. Reilly 
wnd Miss C. L. Wheeler (Battersea) ; Mr. W. B. May (Kensington); 
Mr. S. W. Caller (Poplar) ; Mr. D. McDougall (West Ham); Mr 
J. EK. Pike (R. Col. Inst.) ; Mr. BR. W. Shepperd and Mr. F. W 
Pullinger (Day’s); Mr. W.S. C. Rae, Mr. W. McGill and Mr. R. 
tobertson (Mitchell, Glasgow) ; Mr. A. J. Liddle (Gosport) ; Mr. 
KE. J. Gentry (Lincoln) ; Miss E. May (Manchester) ; and Mr. A. 
R. Corns (Wigen). 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS, 


Tue Eprror desires to express his thanks to the many librarians 
and assistants who have shewn sympathy with the objects of this 
Journal, and have written kind words of encouragement. Thanks 
are also due to the many librarians who have shewn practical 
sympathy by themselves drawing the attention of assistants to it, 
by ordering copies for themselves, and by getting it placed on 
their library periodical lists. Bis dat quo cito dat, is a motto we 
would commend to those others whose post-cards and expressions 
of sympathy were pleasant to receive, but not of uch practical use. 

Among the many letters received since the January issue, 
two may usefully be noted here. Strikingly contrasted as they 
are, it is best that the names of the writers be not mentioned 
One Librarian writes :—‘ Long life and prosperity to the ‘ Assis/ant’ ; 
it is a comfort to find that the young generation is shewing such 
earnest signs of a strenuous future, and that things are possible 
in 98 that would have been laughed to scorn in ’88—if in time 
you devote a section to education I foresee for the journal a long 
and useful career.” Another Librarian writes :—‘‘ Thanks for the 
* Assistant ’—a journal to record library news and appointments 
is useful, but you will do well to leave alone the education question. 
Librarians have too much to doto attempt to diges: their assistant 
mental food-——-and you will do well to insist that assistants gain 
mental and moral fibre by struggling with and surmounting 
difficulties, instead of urging useless and Utopian schemes of 
educational lectures.” 

It were perhaps enough to say here that a section of this 
journal will be devoted to education, and that the recording of 
library news will be subsidiary to the strenuous plea that oppor 
tunity shall be afforded for ‘leading out” that which is best 
in the present race of assistants, for the advantage of the profes- 
sion. It is not a case of asking librarians to “ digest’? ow 
‘mental food,” but of asking them to afford us the same facilities, 
that in these days of specialisation exist in nearly every other 
honourable profession for the qualification of junior practitioners. 
ducational experts agree that qualification cannot come wholly 
by examination, and that students pursuing a plan of study, 
without guide, waste time on difficulties a teacher at once removes, 
but—as Whewell wrote, the abandonment of lectures as an 
educational means would ‘put in jeopardy the interests of 
civilisation.” ‘ The greatest function of a university,’ wrote 
J. H. Newman, ‘is to educate the mind to reason well,” and that 
this is obtained best by lectures in combination with other means 
is admitted by all those who can appreciate that mental courtesy 
and polish which separates the liberally educated man from him 
whom ‘ Reading maketh .. . full.” Carlyle’s description of a 
‘* collection of books” as a ‘‘true university’’ leads one to the 
highest conception of the dignity of librarianship possible—for 
universities are the conferrers of liberal education as well as the 
custodiers of knowledge, and if no man can worthily hold an 
academic chair in a subject unless he himself have knowledge of 
it, how great should be the knowledge of the librarian, who is the 
one living guide to the “ silent wisdom of the ages.”’ B. L. D 
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THE POLYTECHNICS AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF 
LONDON. 
By Aurrep H. Carter. 

Almost every side of library work from Sunday School 
Libraries to the British Museum has been written about, but it 
is in vain to seek any reference to the libraries of the Poly- 
technics. That Polytechnics exist, and most of them have at 
all events the nucleus of a library we know, but even the Year 
Book of the Library Association contains no reference to thei 
or their work, save an article on tbe People’s Palace Library, 
by Miss James. Greenwood’s Year Book for 1897, it is true, has 
a few brief, vague notes about them, but beyond giving a 
approximate number of voluines and naine of the librarian, it 
dumb, This want of information is perhaps due to the fa« 
that the work of the Polytechnic is as yet only in its infancy ; 
indeed, itis only within the last few years that many of them have 
been founded, while the character of the older institutions has 
been changed. The word Polytechnic is applied in Germany ani 
Switzerland to a Scientific University, in which the highest 
instruction is given in pure science, and also in its applications 
to engineering and other professions ; the standard of attainmen* 
is very high, and the nearest approach to these Polytechnics in 


this country is offered by the Royal College of Science, the City | 
and Guilds’ Institute, and the Science Faculties of the Universi 

ties. Indeed, in England, the word is used in a sense quite | 
different, and in London means an institute carrying out tl | 


, double purpose of providing evening recreation and education for 
persons of both sexes engaged in industry during the day. The 
pioneer of all the Polytechnics was the Regent Street Pol; 
technic, established by Mr. Quintin Hogg, in the buildings 
formerly occupied by the Polytechnic Institution. This Institu- 
tion was opened as far back as 1839, but was re-opened und 
present management in 1882. The Birkbeck Literary and Scie 
tific Lustitution dates back as far as 1823, and the City of London 
College was founded in 1848, at Crosby Hall. 

In 1892 the London County Council began seriously to deal 
with the question of the supply of Technical Instruction unde 
the Technical Instruction Acts of 1889 and 1891, and a Com 
mittee was formed to draw up a scheme for London, The 
Committee, to which the Council—availing themselves of the 
powers conferred by the Technical Instruction Act of 1889— 
delegated all their powers, appointed Mr. Llewellyn Smith to 
prepare a report upon the then existing arrangements for 
Technical Instruction in London. This report was published, 
and the recommendations made in it have been generally 
followed. The existing or proposed Institutes numbered 15, bu 
of these only 8 are Polytechnics so-called. All of these are 
governed by identical regulations as to objects and management. 
With the exception of the Goldsmiths’ Institute and the Peopl: 
Palace they are aided by the Technical Education Board and thie 
City Parochial Charities, while some receiye contributions from 
City Companies. 
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The recognised Polytechnics now in working order are as 
follows: 

Battersea, in Battersea Park Road, opened in 1893, has a 
reference library of about 300 volumes. 

Borough, in Borough Road, Southwark, opened in 1893, has 
4,000 volumes, of which 300 are for reference, and 3,700 for 
iending. An Elliott Iadicator is in use here. Lord .Rosebery 
save the sum of £250 for technical hooks, and Mr. Passmore 
dwards gave 2,000 volumes. 

The City Polytechnic is composed of three institutions, 
iz:—the Birkbeck Literary and Scientific Institution, the City 
of London Coiliege, aud tie Northampton Institute. The last 
named was originally intended as a complete polytechnic for the 
district of Clerkenwell, but now forms part of thescheme. The 
Birkbeck Institute and the City of London College undertake the 
literary, scientific, and general education, and the Northampton 
Institute provides for the technical and industrial side. The 
Birkbeck Institution, Chancery Lane, has a library of about 
10,000 volumes used as a lending library. No information was 
forthcoming as to the use made of this large library, but a decrease 
was complained of, caused, it was explained, by the members 
preferring to use the public libraries. The City of London College, 
White Street, Moorfields, has 5,000 volumes presented by the 
Worshipful Company of Saddlers, of which 206 form the Victoria 
Jubilee Reference Library. The Northampton Institute, Clerken- 
well, a comparatively new institution, has about 2,000 voluines 
for reference purposes, but shelving is provided for 10,000 
volumes. 

The Goldsmiths’ Institute, New Cross, was opened in 1891 
and has a lending library of 5,000 voluines, and 1677 volumes 
reference. All the technical books and periodicals required in 
the classes are provided. An indicator is in use, and anyone 
might well imagine that it was a public library, so closely are 
the methods in use in those institutions followed. 

The People’s Palace, Mile End Road, has 12,000 volumes, 
and the Wilkie Collins Memorial Library (1,000 volumes, in a 
separate room, all fiction). There is also a small library for 
students under lock and key, and not available to the public. 
There is some intention of taking this library over as the public 
ibrar io) Mile Rad. 

The Regent Sireet Polytechnic has about 8,000 volumes, of 
which 800 are used as a reference library. There are also 
separate libraries attached to the classes, about which no figures 
could be given. 

The S.W. Lowdon Polytechnic has no library of its own, and 
here a most interesting development has taken place. An 
arrangement has been made, whereby students, whether 
residents in Chelsea or not, inay have the use of the lending 
departinent of the adjoining Chelsea Public Library by means 
of a students’ ticket, to be obtained on the recommendation of the 
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Principal, who is responsible for the books borrowed. The 
number of students borrowing is nearly 400, and they are not 
allowed to borrow works of fiction. 

The Woolwich Polytechnic, opened in 1891, contains 1,050 
volumes used as a lending library. The use of the library is 
restricted to members of the Polytechnic, but class students may 
use the library for works relating to the classes they attend. 

The Northern Polytechnic, Holloway Road, opened in 1896, 
las no library yet, but it is intended to have one as soon as 
funds permit. 

The libraries of the Polytechnics have, for some years past, 
been doing the same work as the public libraries. The eight 
Polytechnic libraries contain about 60,000 volumes, of which 
ahout 44,000 are used for lending, and 16,000 for purposes of 
reference. Thg fact that public libraries can now supply recent 
literature in g4~far more efficient manner is now being made 
apparent, and inthe Polytechnics established within the last few 
years, more provision is being made for technical books and 
reference libraries than for fiction and lending libraries. 

Magazines and newspapers are supplied in the reading 
rooms, and in some Polytechnics the technical periodicals aud 
journals in connection with the classes are provided. Suc! 
contrivances as indicators, periodical racks, and periodical lists 
are in use, and the books are bound in the approved public 
library styles. 

With regard to the use made of these libraries, it has not 
been easy to obtain definite information. Some of the olde: 
institutions do not keep any statistics at all, and it is only when 
we come to those recently established that we are on safe ground 
Of those which have figures available for reference, the Gold 
smiths’ Institute issued during last year, with a stock of 6,677 
volumes, a total of 38,366 books. Percentage of fiction 85 
This large issue is doubtless due in part to the fact that the dis 
tricts from which the Institute draws its members are not yet 
provided with public libraries. The Borough Polytechnic, with 
a stock of 4,000 volumes issued during last year, the total of 
6,956 books. Percentage of fiction 66. The reason given for 
this comparatively small turnover was that the public librarie 
for the surrounding districts offered a larger selection, and that 
the opening of a public library in the neighbourhood had taken 
a number of their borrowers. The Regent Street Polytechnic 
managed with a stock of 7,800 books, to issue 20,970 volumes 
during the year. Percentage of fiction 60. No record is kept of 
the issue of the Birkbeck Institute Library of 10,000 volumes 

[t is interesting to library assistants to note that ladies are 
in charge of three of these libraries, and that in several cases 
the librarian has other duties to perform, such as clerical work 
and collecting. The libraries of several Polytechnics are Op3n in 
the evening only. Nearly all the libraries have printed cata- 
logues. Fines are levied upon borrowers for over-detention of 
books, and failure to pay them deprives the borrower of the 
privileges of membership. 
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it isestimnated that the capital invested in these Polytechnics 
exceeds £500,000, while 45,000 students are estimated as 
attending the classes this year, at a cost of £120,000. Good 
students’ libraries will have to be available for the students, and 
it remains to be seen if the public libraries are to meet the 
demand, or whether the Polytechnics will make provision by 
enlarging their own libraries in this direction, wuile ceasing to 
trespass on the work proper to public libraries. The Technical 
Education Board of the London County Council has for some 
time been making grants for the polytechnic libraries for technical 
books—and while this will do much to enhance the value o! 
their educational work, it should not release money for the 
purchase of fiction while the Education Board declines to grant 
inoney for the purchase of technical books in the public librarie 
of London. Mr. Welch has deplored the non-existence ol 
students’ libraries—but in the places best suited for the students 
of these Polytechnics it seems there are students’ libraries in nine 
institutions encircling London, having already over 60,000 books. 
It is to be regretted that these valuable libraries are not public, 
but limited in use to students attending particular classes, and that 
a mode has net been found by which in all cases, as in the 8S. W 
Polytechnic, the library and Polytechnic may work side by side— 
helping each other ia their work, and neither attempting to cover 
ground already occupied. 

It is unfortunate that as yet the inen and women in charge 
of these libraries are not trained librarians, and in most cases 
are new to the work, but this will doubtless ke remedied, as the 
institutions grow. In any case the work of the Polytechnics is 
one that members of this Association will find worthy of much 
study and attention. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CLASSES. 

The classes arranged by the Education Committee (formerly 
called the Summer School Committee) will be held at 20, 
Hanover Square. The dates are not yet fixed, but classes will be 
held in Binding, Historical Printing, and Elementary Bibliography. 

BRIEF NOTES OF LIBRARY NEWS. 

[The Editor regrets that owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
Library News at first hand, he inadvertently allowed certain in- 
correct statements appearing in a contemporary to be repeated tn 
the January number. While every care will be taken to verify 
library notes appearviny in the gencral nress—the only way librarians 
and others can ensure a proper record being made in this place, is 
by themselves authorising it.) 

Acton.—At the meeting of the Acton District Council, 
called in pursuance of the required one month’s notice, 
to consider the adoption of the Public Libraries Act, 
and Mr. Passmore Edwards’ offer, it was not decided to 
poll the parish. Only two members of the Council were 
opposed to the adoption, but it has been postponed pending 
the consideration of a scheme of municipal buildings, of 
which the library shall be a part 
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GLOUCESTER.—In order to comply with the conditions under 
which the Price Memorial Fund was given towards the establishment 
of a Public Library, the Mayor recently opened a Reference Library 
in the Guildhall. Plans have been passed and the new buildings will 
be shortly commenced. 






HAMPSTEAD.—At a recent meeting of the Vestry it was decided 
to employ special assistants to have charge of the libraries on 
Sundays, at a remuneration of 5s. per day. 


Paris.—The Town Council has decided to establish a municipal 
hook-bindery, to undertake the repairs and binding of the books in 
its eighty Public Libraries. 

OBITUARY. 

Boxp. (Sirk Kpowarp Aucustus), K.C.B.—The late principal 
Librarian of the British Museum, died the day after the announce 
ment of his promotion to be K.C.B. Born in 1815, he entered thi 
Public Record Office in 1852, and exchanged to the British Museum 
in 1837. His services were warily eulogised by Sir F. Madden in 
the evidence before the Royal Commission in 1849, and in 1852 he 
was made Everton Librarian, while in 1854 were added the duties 
of the Assistant Keepership. In 1867 he succeeded Sir I. Madden, 
as Keeper of the MSS., and with the aid of his assistants, compiled in 
three years, the classified catalogue of MSS. — In 1878 he succeeded 
Mr. Winter Jones as principal Librarian ; although he had wished to 
retire into private life, and accepted office only at the solicitation of 
Sir A. Panizzi, and among the many memorable events of his term of 
oliice were the construction of the ‘ White” wing, and the introduc 
tion of the “sliding press,” while, perhaps his ume is associated with 
no greater work than the great reform which has given Britain its most 
important catalogue. In 1886 he was President of the Library Associa 
tion. He retired in 1888, when the regard and affection of his colleagues 
was warmly evinced by a farewell banquet. Among Mr. Bond’s contri 
butions to literature were the editing of Fletcher’s “ Russe Common 
wealth,” and Sir J. Horsey’s “ Travels in Russia,” for the Hakluyt 
Society, the “Chronicon Abbativw de Melsa,” for the Rolls Series, the 
four volumes of “Anglo Saxon Charters,” for the Valeographical 
Society, aud the four volumes of “ The Speeches in the Trial of 
Warren Hastings,’ for the Government. J.L 

APPOINTMENTS. 

THornsby, Mr., librarian of Abingdon Library to be librarian of 
Sale Public Library. 

Cuampers, Mr. W. G., of Stoke Newington Public Library, 
has declined the appointment of sub-librarian, Huddersfield Public 
Library. a 

Norice.— All communications as to advertisements, or as to 
the contents of the March number, should be addressed to the 
Hon. Editor, Kensington Public Library, Old Brompton Road, 
S.W., on or before the 15th February 


